
Report on the Side Event held at the 13th GRC Annual Meeting in Riyadh 

 

Title: Greater Impact: Experiences, Best Practices, Opportunities, and Challenges of 
Using AI in Research Funding 

Host organization: Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia 

Date and time: 18.05.2025. 13.00 CET 

Venue: Garage, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

The side event titled “Greater Impact: Experiences, Best Practices, Opportunities, and 
Challenges of Using AI in Research Funding” was organised by the Science Fund of the 
Republic of Serbia during the 13th Annual Meeting of the Global Research Council (GRC) 
in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 18 May 2025. 

The event was held from 13:00 to 14:30 PM. The keynote speech was delivered by Prof. 
Nenad Filipović, Acting Director of the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia. Prof. 
Filipović emphasized the importance of adopting innovative approaches in research 
funding, including the use of AI. He noted that the Science Fund has already begun 
implementing AI tools for matching reviewers with projects, and that further efforts will 
be made to automate additional processes that are still done manually within most of the 
funding agencies across the world (clustering project proposals, administrative check of 
the proposals, monitoring of the project results etc). 

Following the keynote, the central part of the agenda was a panel discussion structured 
into two rounds of questions, in which speakers shared their insights (approximately six 
minutes each). The distinguished panel included Prof. Nenad Filipović (Acting Director, 
Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia); Prof. Torsten Schwede (President of Research 
Council, Swiss National Science Foundation); Prof. Christopher Smith (Executive Chair 
of the Arts and Humanities Research Council, UK Research and Innovation); Prof. 
Peerasak Srinives (Member of the Academic Advisory Committee on Research and 
Innovation in Economic and Agricultural Development, National Research Council of 
Thailand); Prof. Marija Gačić (Acting Director of the Science Technology Park Kragujevac, 
Serbia); and Dr. Marko Selaković (Deputy Director and Assistant Professor at SP Jain 
School of Global Management, Dubai, UAE). The panel was moderated by Ana Stevanović 
Zdravev, Program Manager at the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia. 

The session concluded with an open discussion and Q&A segment, allowing attendees 
to pose questions and share reflections, following by closing remarks and final 
conclusions given by the panelists and the moderator. 

Attendees included senior officials and experts from national and regional funding 
agencies, international organisations, and GRC member institutions. According to the 
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Secretariat’s official list of registered participants, the event had 134 registered 
attendees, ensuring a broad and diverse representation of perspectives. 

The event was designed to share experiences and stimulate dialogue among research 
funding organisations on the transformative role of artificial intelligence in research 
funding management. Its primary objective was to examine best practices, opportunities, 
and challenges in applying AI tools to enhance efficiency, transparency, and strategic 
alignment in funding processes. 

Key Conclusions from the Discussion 

The high-level panel discussion brought together diverse perspectives from research 
funding organizations and experts across the UK, Switzerland, Thailand, Serbia, and the 
UAE. The discussion confirmed that AI is already transforming research funding systems 
worldwide, but that its responsible use depends on careful design, shared ethical 
standards, and sustained collaboration. 

Panellists agreed that AI has clear potential to improve many stages of the funding cycle, 
from setting strategic priorities and clustering proposals to reviewer matching and 
decision-making support. However, they stressed that AI must not replace human 
judgment but should strengthen it.  

Speakers emphasized the importance of transparency, integrity, and using AI to improve, 
not replace, human decision-making in research funding. They highlighted the need for 
international cooperation to set shared standards and ensure ethical use. 

The discussion stressed investing in AI research and infrastructure while addressing 
biases in data and models. Responsible AI use requires protecting data privacy, 
maintaining open and reliable systems, and ensuring confidentiality. 

Participants also underlined the need for meaningful collaboration, strong ethical 
guidelines, and clear accountability to make sure AI truly benefits research and society.  

The panel concluded that while AI is already reshaping research funding, its successful 
and trusted adoption depends on robust human oversight, clearly defined ethical 
frameworks, and continuous, inclusive dialogue among institutions. By aligning 
technological innovation with values such as transparency, fairness, and international 
cooperation, research funders can ensure AI becomes a reliable partner in advancing 
science for the global good. 

Follow-up and Reflections 

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia expressed interest in coordinating further 
discussions on the topic within the GRC framework. 

Further reflections emphasised that AI adoption is not only a technical project but also a 
cultural change for research funders, requiring trust-building with researchers and 
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policymakers. Participants agreed on the need for continued global dialogue to 
ensure that AI tools support the broader goals of equity, inclusion, and the societal 
impact of research funding. 



4 

Annex I – Agenda of the Side Event 

Side Event Title: Greater Impact: Experiences, Best Practices, Opportunities, and Challenges 

of Using AI in Research Funding 

Organizer: 

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia 

Date: May 18, 2025 

Time: 13:00 - 14:30 PM 

Venue: The Garage, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Agenda: 

Description: 

As research funding agencies seek to maximize the real-world impact of science, artificial 

intelligence is emerging as a powerful tool to support better decision-making, evaluation, and 

portfolio management. This session explores how funding organizations can practically apply 

AI to various stages of the funding lifecycle – from identifying strategic priorities and clustering 

proposals to matching reviewers and improving internal decision-making processes. 

Drawing on concrete examples and operational insights, we will discuss what works in 

practice, how to overcome internal and technical challenges, and what kind of capacities and 

safeguards are needed. Participants will gain an understanding of how AI can complement, 

not replace, expert judgment, and how to implement it in a transparent, ethical, and step-by-

step way. The session is intended for research funding organizations, as well as policy makers. 

Key Discussion Points: 

1. AI in the funding cycle – From call design to final impact assessment.

2. What works in practice – Tools for matching evaluators, clustering proposals,

identifying strategic priorities.

3. Capacity building – How to introduce AI in a human-centered, step-by-step manner.

4. Lessons learned – Organizational resistance, data gaps, and collaboration needs.

5. Next steps – Building shared infrastructure, ethical safeguards, and AI literacy.

GRC SIDE EVENT 

Greater Impact: Experiences, Best Practices, Opportunities, and Challenges 

of Using AI in Research Funding 
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12:45 – 13:00 Registration 

13:00 – 13:05 Welcome and Introduction 

13:05 – 13:15 Keynote speech 
Prof. Nenad Filipović, Acting Director, Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia 

13:15 – 14:00 Panel - II rounds of questions (speakers share insights, 6 min each) 
Panelists: 

• Prof. Nenad Filipović, Acting Director, Science Fund of the Republic of
Serbia

• Prof. Torsten Schwede, President of Research Council, Swiss National
Science Foundation

• Prof. Christopher Smith, Executive Chair of the Arts and Humanities
Research Council, UK Research and Innovation

• Prof. Peerasak Srinives, Member of Academic Advisory Committee on
Research and Innovation in Economic and Agricultural Development,
National Research Council of Thailand

• Prof. Marija Gačić, Acting Director of the Science Technology Park
Kragujevac, Serbia

• Dr. Marko Selaković, Deputy Director and Assistant Professor at SP Jain
School of Global Management, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Moderator: Ana Stevanović Zdravev, Program Manager, Science Fund of the 
Republic of Serbia 

14:00 – 14:20 Discussion and Q&A 

14:20 – 14:30 Closing Remarks and Final Conclusions 


