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Abstract

The side-event “Sustainable Research through Multilateral Collaboration and
Transdisciplinary Research in the Era of AI” was convened to advance international dialogue on
how Artificial Intelligence (Al) is reshaping research practices and collaboration models across the
globe. In a time when Al technologies are rapidly transforming data processing, analysis, and
knowledge creation, there is an urgent need for research communities to harness these tools
responsibly and inclusively. The side-event provided a unique platform for national research
funding agencies and partners to exchange ideas on leveraging Al as an enabler of cutting-edge
research while safeguarding ethical standards and social values.

A key objective of the session was to strengthen multilateral collaboration frameworks that
bridge the capacity gaps between advanced and emerging research systems. Participants explored
how co-funding programmes, joint calls, and open platforms can foster more equitable access to
Al resources and knowledge, especially for developing economies. By sharing concrete case
studies and lessons learned, the event highlighted the importance of designing research projects
that integrate local contexts and community needs rather than adopting one-size-fits-all approaches.

In addition, the session underscored the value of transdisciplinary research as a powerful
pathway to address complex global sustainability challenges. By connecting science, technology,
social sciences, and policy, mission-driven research can generate real-world impact that goes
beyond traditional academic outputs. The discussions emphasised the role of national research
organisations as facilitators and ecosystem builders, committed to promoting open collaboration,
ethical governance of Al, and meaningful engagement of young researchers to shape the future of
inclusive and sustainable science.

Agenda:
Opening Remarks:
- Prof. Dr. Sompong Klaynongsruang, President of TSRI



Keynote Presentations and Thematic Inputs:
1. TSRI (Thailand) - Role of Research Funding Agencies as Impact Facilitators in the Al Era
2. NWO (Netherlands) - Best Practices in Multilateral Grant Schemes and Impact Monitoring
3. BRIN (Indonesia) - Driving Inclusive and Contextualized Transdisciplinary Research in the
Global South through Al Collaboration

* Example: Al for Disaster Forecasting in Coastal Communities

* Concept: Regional Al Resource Pool
4. JST (Japan) - Integrating Human-Centered Al with Mission-Oriented and Transdisciplinary
Research for Global Sustainability

» Example: Moonshot Goal 1 — Al co-existing with humans

* RISTEX programme

* Proposal: Asia-Pacific Transdisciplinary Al Lab
5. MoHERI (Oman) - Positioning Emerging Economies in the Global AI-Driven Research
Landscape through Strategic Multilateralism

* National Strategy on Al and Advanced Technologies

* Al Policy Sandbox & Regional Al Observatory

Closing Summary:
- Summary of recommendations and next steps
- ASEAN AlResearch Challenge & Joint Al-Sustainability Program

Outcomes and Key Points:

1. Agreement on the need for an Open Multilateral: Research Grant Scheme to promote equitable
access.

Participants acknowledged that differences in research capacity and funding availability
between developed and developing countries remain a persistent challenge. To bridge this gap, the
co-hosts and delegates agreed that an Open Multilateral Research Grant Scheme would allow
countries with different levels of resources to pool funding, share risks, and support collaborative
projects addressing global sustainability issues. The scheme aims to ensure that smaller or emerging
research communities, especially in Southeast Asia and the Global South, have equal opportunities
to engage in high-impact transdisciplinary research alongside advanced partners.

2. Expression of intent to co-create Regional Transdisciplinary & Al Research Hubs in
ASEAN and the Middle East.

The discussions underlined the importance of decentralising research capacity by
creating regional hubs that specialise in transdisciplinary Al research. These hubs would
serve as collaborative centres where local universities, research institutes, industries, and
civil society work together on context-specific challenges. For example, BRIN and TSRI
discussed plans to strengthen a hub for Smart Agriculture and Climate Resilience in Southeast
Asia, while MoHERI outlined opportunities for an Al research cluster focusing on Water
Security and Desert Farming in arid regions. These hubs aim to build local talent, attract
international expertise, and enable long-term knowledge exchange within and across
regions.



3. Shared interest in piloting a Global Impact Monitoring Consortium to align national
assessment frameworks.

Organisations such as NWO and BRIN shared their experiences with impact
assessment models that track research outcomes beyond academic publications, focusing
instead on tangible economic, environmental, and societal benefits. Participants recognised
that aligning such frameworks internationally could reduce duplication and create shared
benchmarks for measuring research success. A Global Impact Monitoring Consortium was
therefore proposed as a pilot initiative to harmonise evaluation criteria, share data, and
develop tools for comparing and communicating research impact across different national
contexts.

4. Proposal to establish an ASEAN Al Research Challenge and Asia-Pacific Transdisciplinary
Al Lab with rotating young researcher secondments.

To nurture the next generation of researchers and foster regional Al expertise, BRIN
and JST tabled a proposal for an ASEAN Al Research Challenge — a competitive programme
encouraging young scientists to tackle local sustainability problems using Al tools.
Complementing this, JST introduced the idea of an Asia-Pacific Transdisciplinary Al Lab,
which would serve as a co-creation platform where young researchers from various countries
can work together through short-term secondments and collaborative projects. This
initiative aims to build a strong network of emerging talent while promoting a mission-
driven, human-centred approach to Al development in the region.

5. Joint commitment to develop a draft International Al Governance Framework for research
ethics.

The increasing integration of Al into research raises critical ethical, legal, and societal
questions. Several speakers, including JST and MoHERI, stressed that without a clear
framework, there is a risk of misuse, bias, or unintended harm. As a result, participants agreed
to work together to develop a draft International Al Governance Framework that sets
minimum standards for ethical Al use in research. This framework will cover areas such as
data privacy, algorithmic fairness, community consent, and mechanisms for cross-border
compliance. The goal is to support responsible Al development and application while
maintaining trust among the public and research stakeholders.

Attendees:

The side-event was attended by over 80 participants, including:

- Delegates from GRC member councils

- Experts in Al, ethics, research management, and transdisciplinary studies

- Registered observers and early-career researchers

(The complete list of registered participants is available via the GRC Secretariat.)



Prepared by:

Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI)
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO)
On behalf of all co-hosting organisations

Date: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia — July 2025



