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Research, Development
& Innovation Authority

Side-event Report in GRC Annual meeting 2025

Title: Responsible and Effective Global Research & Innovation Index

Organized by: The Research, Development, and Innovation Authority (RDIA), Saudi
Arabia

Time: 9:00-10:30am on the 18th of May.

Abstract:

The side event aims to engage GRC representatives in a discussion on the importance of effectively
measuring national innovation performance through a new index developed by the council members. As
innovation 1s a key driver of economic growth, reliable metrics are essential for benchmarking progress
and sharing best practices. During the session, we discussed a methodology for building a Global
Innovation Index, focusing on a robust framework and key indicators, such as research and development
expenditures, patent filings, and collaboration between academia and industry. We emphasized on the
data collection processes, highlighting the importance of accurate and timely information.
Representatives from participating countries provided feedback on adopting a new index and framework,
share insights from their own experiences in innovation measurement, and address potential challenges
and opportunities.

This event represents a crucial step in fostering international cooperation to enhance the global

assessment of innovation performance.

Agenda (Speakers brief):

- Hwayeon Song, Director, Korea Institute of S&T Evaluation and Planning (KISTEP), South Korea

- Sami Mahroum, Director in Oliver Wyman.

- James Wilsdon, Executive Director of RoRI, University College of London, UK

- Rebecca Lawrence, Managing Director of F1000, UK.

- Dr. Mohammed A. Alotaibi, The Head of Research, Development, and Innovation Authority (RDIA)
- Dr. Rami Niazi, The Vice Governor of Research, Development, and Innovation Authority (RDIA)

- Dr. Mohammed Alshreef, GM of Technology National forecasting, RDIA

- Dr. Maha Almuzini (GM in Research Grants)



- Prof. Mohammed Alshamsi, GM of External initiatives in National Policies and Economic Affairs Sector,
RDIA

Attendees: > 40 in-person attendees

Recommendations of the side event:

1. Establish a GRC Working Group on a New Global Innovation Index

Create a dedicated, multilateral team—spanning regions, sectors, and disciplines—to
design, pilot, and govern the index.

2. Adopt a Multidimensional Measurement Framework

Expand beyond patents and R&D spend to capture sustainability, social impact, and
context-specific factors that matter to people and the planet.

3. Ensure Inclusive, Dynamic, and Policy-Aligned Implementation

* Build the index through wide stakeholder engagement (especially under-represented
regions).

* Embed real-time, Al-enabled indicators for emerging trends and future adaptability.

* Maintain open data, transparent methods, and alignment with the UN SDGs to keep the
index trusted and action oriented.

4. Prioritize Local Content and Indigenous Technology

Proactively valorize locally developed solutions and indigenous knowledge by weighting
them in the index methodology and showcasing exemplary case studies—ensuring global
recognition of grassroots innovation.



